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When President Woodrow Wilson ordered approximately 150,000 National Guardsmen to the southern
border in 1916, the United States was on the verge of all-out war with Mexico. The rapid mobilization and
deployment of the Guard forces broke the rapid escalation of violence, averted immediate war, changed the
environment, and were instrumental in shifting the initiative, tactically and diplomatically, back to the
Americans. Although there was no decisive victory by General John J. Pershing’s punitive expedition deep
inside Mexico and the National Guard struggled to meet the War Department’s division-level collective
readiness expectations, their ability and commitment to mobilizing quickly resulted in termination of the
conflict on terms favorable to the United States. While reviewing literature on this topic, two common
themes emerged. The first was that few writers have written, in any depth, regarding the operational and
strategic impact of the National Guard’s 150,000 soldier deployment to the border. The second is that few
writers attribute the termination of hostilities to that deployment. This paper reviews President Wilson’s
actions and misunderstanding of the problem. It also briefly describes how the National Guard (organized
militia) evolved very quickly. And finally it attempts to cast a different light on the Pershing Punitive
Expedition to illustrate how this action inadvertently incriminated the environment and escalated tensions to
near all-out war. Amidst war plans which lacked substance for mass mobilization, an extremely short
timeline, toxic rhetoric from preparedness-movement advocates, and confusion about their new role under
the Defense Act of 1916, the citizen soldiers got to the border quickly and changed the dynamics of the
environment. It was not a decisive victory but Wilson understood it was good enough.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Ridgway:

This Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Borderline Failure: National Guard on the
Mexican Border, 1916-1917 without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border,
1916-1917 can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Borderline Failure: National Guard on the
Mexican Border, 1916-1917 having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Zamora:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is Borderline
Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917.

Karen Saldivar:

This Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 is brand-new way for you who
has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Sylvia Grable:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the book
Borderline Failure: National Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917 we can get more advantage. Don't



you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Borderline Failure: National
Guard on the Mexican Border, 1916-1917. You can more appealing than now.
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