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During much of the Cold War, America's first line of defence was in outer space: a network of secret
satellites that could provide instant warning of an enemy missile launch. The presence of these infrared
sensors orbiting 22,000 miles above the earth discouraged a Soviet first strike and stabilized international
relations between the superpowers, and they now play a crucial role in monitoring the missile programs of
China, India, and other emerging nuclear powers. Jeffrey Richelson has written a comprehensive history of
this programme, tracing its evolution from the late 1950s to the beginning of the 21st century. He puts
"Defense Support Program" operations in the context of world events-from Russian missile programs to the
Gulf War- and explains how DSP's infrared sensors are used to detect meteorites, monitor forest fires, and
even gather industrial intelligence by "seeing" the lights of steel mills. These satellites, reveals Richelson,
detected Iran's test firing of a new missile in 1998 and even provided clues to the cause of the TWA 800
disaster. Drawing on many previously classified documents and on interviews with key participants,
Richelson provides a wealth of information: the use of DSP for detecting intermediate-range missiles, false
alarms generated following the attempted assassination of President Reagan, the controversial U.S.-
Australian DSP partnership, and the role of DSP in Desert Storm. He describes the Slow Walker and Fast
Walker programs used to detect aircraft for the U.S. Navy and spacecraft for the Air Force Space Command.
And he offers insights into the controversy over what kind of system will eventually replace DSP.
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From reader reviews:

Lula Barnes:

The book America's Space Sentinels: DSP Satellites and National Security can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book America's
Space Sentinels: DSP Satellites and National Security? A few of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book America's Space Sentinels: DSP Satellites and National Security has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cecilia Moore:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This America's Space Sentinels: DSP
Satellites and National Security is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Roxie Jenkins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
learn. America's Space Sentinels: DSP Satellites and National Security can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Jeffrey Chambers:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
America's Space Sentinels: DSP Satellites and National Security provide you with a new experience in
reading through a book.
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