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This book offers an exciting new perspective on the origins of language. Language is conceptualized as a
collective invention, on the model of writing or the wheel, and the book places socia and cultural dynamics
at the centre of its evolution: language emerged and further devel oped in human communities already
suffused with meaning and communication, mimesis, ritual, song and dance, aloparenting, new divisions of
labour and revolutionary changesin social relations. The book thus challenges assumptions about the causal
rel ations between genes, capacities, social communication and innovation: the biological capacities are taken
to evolve incrementally on the basis of cognitive plasticity, in a process that recruits previous adaptations and
fine-tunes them to serve novel communicative ends. Topics include the ability brought about by language to
tell lies, that must have confronted our ancestors with new problems of public trust; the dynamics of social-
cognitive co-evolution; the role of gesture and mimesis in linguistic communication; studies of how monkeys
and apes express their feelings or thoughts; play, laughter, dance, song, ritual and other social displays
among extant hunter-gatherers; the social nature of language acquisition and innovation; normativity and the
emergence of linguistic norms; the interaction of language and emotions; and novel perspectives on the time-
frame for language evolution. The contributors are leading international scholars from linguistics,

anthropol ogy, palaeontology, primatology, psychology, evolutionary biology, artificial intelligence,
archaeology, and cognitive science.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Kennard:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Social Origins of Language (Oxford Studiesin the Evolution
of Language).

ClaudineCurrie

This The Social Origins of Language (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no
rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having The Social Origins of Language (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) in your
hand like having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So, this can be good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Pedro Gonzales:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can
know everything you want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication The Social Origins of Language (Oxford Studiesin the
Evolution of Language) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has severa feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike right now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Carmen Bdll:

Someindividuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Social Origins of Language
(Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own
personal skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It isto beinitially
opinion for you to like to start abook and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Social Origins of Language



(Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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