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William C. Davis's biography of Robert Barnwell Rhett provides a definitive picture of South Carolina's
most prominent secessionist and arguably the best known in the nation during the two decades leading up to
the Civil War. Dubbed the "Father of Secession," Rhett attached himself to South Carolina statesman John C.
Calhoun, but grew more zealous than his mentor on the secession issue. Rhett first raised the possibility of
secession in 1826, well before Calhoun adopted the notion, and would ever after hold fast to his one great
idea. In this examination of Rhett's personal and political endeavors, Davis draws upon many newly found
sources to reveal the extremism that would make and mar Rhett's adult life. Davis traces the statesman's
obsession with a separation from the union, which he initially associated with a protective tariff and internal
improvements but by the 1840s had unabashedly connected with slavery. Davis details Rhett's seven terms in
Congress, his short-lived stint as a United States Senator, and his leading role in the South's newly energized
movement toward secession after the 1860 election. Davis reveals Rhett's ambition to be rewarded with the
presidency of the new Confederacy or, at least, a premier cabinet post, and his disappointment when he
received neither. Impoverished and embittered at war's end, Rhett spent his last eleven years planting and
writing, devoting himself primarily to a caustic personal memoir that he would never complete. Davis
evaluates Rhett's place in history as the hungriest of the "fire-eaters" and finds that such rabid extremism
rendered Rhett largely ineffectual, with even South Carolinians refusing to march to his most radical
drumbeats.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Sherrill:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Rhett: The Turbulent Life and Times of a Fire-Eater.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some
sort of book Rhett: The Turbulent Life and Times of a Fire-Eater. You can add information and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lori McDonald:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Rhett: The Turbulent Life and Times of a Fire-Eater offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Carlos Lauzon:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Rhett: The Turbulent Life and Times
of a Fire-Eater is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Beverly Woods:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rhett: The Turbulent Life and
Times of a Fire-Eater can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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