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Since the Wright brothers made their famed flight at Kitty Hawk in 1903, aviation has emerged as the
indispensable arm of American military power. In this detailed and informative history, Charles J. Gross
traces its development from the technological antecedents of the Wright brothers’ triumph through the air
war for Kosovo. Drawing on examples from all periods and all service branches, he explains the roles of
politics, economics, and technology in shaping air power in the U.S. armed forces and assesses the actual
impact of military aviation on warfare.

Gross discusses major developments in aircraft, doctrine, training, and operations. He also provides
discussions of airlift, in-flight refueling, military budgets, industry, and inter-service squabbling. He deftly
sketches the evolution of the air arms of each of the different services and provides clear analysis of military
budgets. He provides assessments of Eisenhower’s “New Look” and MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction);
of McNamara’s effort to use “commonality”of equipment to cut costs and Kennedy’s buildup of the military;
of the Nixon Doctrine and the failure of air power to resolve the long drawn-out conflict in Southeast Asia;
and of the growing reliance on American air-power in the post-Cold War world.

This well illustrated volume offers the first broad history of American military aviation. Military
professionals, scholars, civilian government policy makers and planners, members of the media who
concentrate on defense matters, and interested members of the general public will all rely on this book as the
invaluable guide to the “indispensable arm.”
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

The book with title American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight Series) has lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read that anywhere you want.

Lonnie Fazio:

Beside this American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight Series) in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial
of Flight Series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book
but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Melissa Sands:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight
Series) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Katrice Fredericksen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this American Military Aviation: The Indispensable Arm (Centennial of Flight
Series) can make you experience more interested to read.
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