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The publication in 1965 of For Marx and Reading Capital established Louis Althusser as one of the most
original and controversial figures in the Western Marxist tradition; a thinker whose renewal of Marxism was
to enjoy great influence over the next decade.

Collected here are Althusser’s most significant philosophical writings from 1965 to 1978; the majority
previously untranslated. Intended to contribute, in his own words, to a “left-wing critique of Stalinism that
would help put some substance back into the revolutionary project here in the West,” they are the record of a
shared history. At the same time they chart Althusser’s critique of the theoretical system unveiled in his own
major works, and his developing practice of philosophy as a “revolutionary weapon.”

The collection opens with two lucid early articles—“Theory, Theoretical Practice and Theoretical
Formation” and “On Theoretical Work.” The title piece—Althusser’s celebrated lectures in the “Philosophy
Course for Scientists”—is the fullest exploration of his new definition of philosophy as politics in the realm
of theory; a conception which is further developed in “Lenin and Philosophy.” “Is it Simple to be a Marxist
in Philosophy?” provides an invaluable account of Althusser’s intellectual development. The volume
concludes with two little-known late pieces—“The Transformation of Philosophy,” in which the paradoxical
history of Marxist philosophy is investigated; and “Marxism Today,” a sober balance-sheet of the Marxist
tradition.

Attesting to the unique place which Althusser has occupied in modern intellectual history—between a
tradition of Marxism which he sought to reconstruct, and a “post-Marxism” which has eclipsed its
predecessor—these texts are indispensable reading.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Bradsher:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Philosophy and the Spontaneous
Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or acceptable book with you?

Mary Oropeza:

Often the book Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Lynn Hardie:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical Thinkers) will give you a
new experience in reading through a book.

Pilar Porter:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Philosophy and the Spontaneous Philosophy of the Scientists (Radical
Thinkers) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate
all of you.
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