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Traditional Christian art depicts Paul the letter writer, pen in hand, attentive to the Spirit. We might think we
know better and imagine him pacing in agitation as he rapidly dictates to a secretary his letter to the
Galatians. But in reality neither of these pictures is accurate. In Paul's day, producing a letter was a time-
consuming and costly business. And we have ample resources from the ancient world to piece together what
it must have been like. A secretary was usually part of the picture. But so were notes, drafts, corrections and
careful rewrites, not to speak of scratchy pens, sooty ink and coarse papyrus. Interestingly, there is evidence
that Paul involved his missionary team in the writing of letters. And then came the delivery over land and
sea, the reading and circulation, as well as the epistolary afterlife of copying, collecting and storing. E.
Randolph Richards has extensively studied ancient letter writing and secretaries. Informed by the historical
evidence and with a sharp eye for telltale clues in Paul's letters, he takes us into this world and places us on
the scene with Paul the letter writer. What first appears to be just a study of secretaries and stationery turns
out to be an intriguing glimpse of Paul the letter writer that overthrows our preconceptions and offers a new
perspective on how this important portion of Christian Scripture came to be.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Kelly:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Paul and First-Century Letter Writing:
Secretaries, Composition and Collection book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Barton:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Paul and First-Century Letter Writing:
Secretaries, Composition and Collection, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Stella Carpenter:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Paul and First-Century Letter
Writing: Secretaries, Composition and Collection guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
Paul and First-Century Letter Writing: Secretaries, Composition and Collection as good book not just by the
cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Lambeth:

Beside this specific Paul and First-Century Letter Writing: Secretaries, Composition and Collection in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Paul and First-Century Letter Writing: Secretaries,
Composition and Collection because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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