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Decision making is a critical element in the field of medicine that can lead to life-or-death outcomes, yet it is
an element fraught with complex and conflicting variables, diagnostic and therapeutic uncertainties, patient
preferences and values, and costs. Together, decisions made by physicians, patients, insurers, and
policymakers determine the quality of health care, quality that depends inherently on counterbalancing risks
and benefits and competing objectives such as maximizing life expectancy versus optimizing quality of life
or quality of care versus economic realities.

Broadly speaking, concepts in medical decision making (MDM) may be divided into two major categories:
prescriptive and descriptive. Work in the area of prescriptive MDM investigates how medical decisions
should be done using complicated analyses and algorithms to determine cost-effectiveness measures,
prediction methods, and so on. In contrast, descriptive MDM studies how decisions actually are made
involving human judgment, biases, social influences, patient factors, and so on. The Encyclopedia of
Medical Decision Making gives a gentle introduction to both categories, revealing how medical and
healthcare decisions are actually made?and constrained?and how physician, healthcare management, and
patient decision making can be improved to optimize health outcomes.

Key Features

Discusses very general issues that span many aspects of MDM, including bioethics; health policy and●

economics; disaster simulation modeling; medical informatics; the psychology of decision making; shared
and team medical decision making; social, moral, and religious factors; end-of-life decision making;
assessing patient preference and patient adherence; and more
Incorporates both quantity and quality of life in optimizing a medical decision●

Considers characteristics of the decisionmaker and how those characteristics influence their decisions●

Presents outcome measures to judge the quality or impact of a medical decision●

Examines some of the more commonly encountered biostatistical methods used in prescriptive decision●

making
Provides utility assessment techniques that facilitate quantitative medical decision making●

Addresses the many different assumption perspectives the decision maker might choose from when trying●

to optimize a decision
Offers mechanisms for defining MDM algorithms●

With comprehensive and authoritative coverage by experts in the fields of medicine, decision science and
cognitive psychology, and healthcare management, this two-volume Encyclopedia is a must-have resource
for any academic library.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book
Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that.
In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Marian Sheffield:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
guardería until university need that Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making to read.

Breanne Gardner:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making was filled in relation to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Emery Flores:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Encyclopedia of Medical Decision Making we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Encyclopedia of Medical
Decision Making. You can more appealing than now.
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