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This book is a detailed comparative analysis of development politics in four urban regions of Latin America,
two in Mexico and two in Colombia. John Walton has based his studies on the assumption that the problems
of economic growth are essentially political, that is, are problems of choice, decision-making, and the
exercise of power. His fundamental purpose has been to discover how elites of different kinds are more and
less successful in the promotion of economic development, which he defines as a process in the organization
of a society leading not only to higher levels of efficient output but also to a more equitable distribution of
benefits.

At the time, the four cities compared were the second- and third-largest metropolitan areas in each country,
Guadalajara and Monterrey in Mexico, Medellín and Cali in Colombia. This selection allows the author to
pair, across countries, cases of early and large-scale industrialization (Monterrey and Medellín) with cases of
more recent industrial growth in agricultural-commercial centers (Guadalajara and Cali). Walton presents
historical introductions to each of the regions and integrates these with original fieldwork and interviews
with more than three hundred members of the political and economic elites.

The findings are extensive, but in general they demonstrate that where political and economic power is more
broadly distributed, where elites are more open and accessible, and where organizational life is more active
and coordinated, regions tend to develop qualitatively as well as quantitatively, showing increases both in
productivity and in such benefits as public services, housing, education, and a more balanced distribution of
income. If these characteristics are absent, regions may be industrialized but do not provide a broad sharing
of the benefits. Walton places a good deal of emphasis on the role of foreign investments, demonstrating that
the more penetrated regions are also the less developed.

Finally, the results of these studies are used to evaluate and advance theories of underdevelopment and
particularly of economic dependency.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Hill:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Elites and Economic Development:
Comparative Studies on the Political Economy of Latin American Cities (Latin American Monographs; No.
41) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Flora Gordon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Elites and
Economic Development: Comparative Studies on the Political Economy of Latin American Cities (Latin
American Monographs; No. 41) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Elites and Economic Development: Comparative Studies on the Political Economy
of Latin American Cities (Latin American Monographs; No. 41)is one of several books that everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Lawrence Wilson:

The reserve with title Elites and Economic Development: Comparative Studies on the Political Economy of
Latin American Cities (Latin American Monographs; No. 41) posesses a lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Virginia Laird:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Elites and Economic
Development: Comparative Studies on the Political Economy of Latin American Cities (Latin American



Monographs; No. 41).
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