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This complete revision and updating of Professor Robins' classic text offers a comprehensive account of the
history of linguistic thought from its European origins some 2500 years ago to the present day. It examines
the independent development of linguistic science in China and Medieval Islam, and especially in India,
which was to have a profound effect on European and American linguistics from the end of the eighteenth
century.

The fourth edition of A Short History of Linguistics gives a greater prominence to the work of Wilhelm von
Humboldt, because of the lasting importance of his work on language in relation to general eighteenth
century thinking and of its perceived relevance in the latter half of the twentieth century to several aspects of
generative grammatical theory. The final section, covering the twentieth century, has been rewritten and
divided into two new chapters, so as to deal effectively with the increasingly divergent development of
descriptive and theoretical linguistics that took place in the latter half of this century.

Readable and authoritative, Professor Robins' introduction provides a clear and up-to-date overview of all
the major issues in the light of contemporary scholarly debate, and will be essential reading for
undergraduate and graduate students of linguistics alike.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Within other case, little folks like to read book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics
Library). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library). You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Dorothy Payne:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman
Linguistics Library) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics
Library) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the
book A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library). You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Frances Lockhart:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library).

Roberta Lawrence:

This A Short History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) is great book for you because the content
that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A Short
History of Linguistics (Longman Linguistics Library) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right
but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still



doubt that?
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